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R1: 1 don't mean to nitpick, but I think
what you said to Mrs Tanaka the other day
was a bit offensive.

D1 : We need to put it straightforward, or
parents don't realize the seriousness of
the matter.

R2 1 do understand the seriousness, but
| think putting all the blame on the parents
is going too far.

D2 ! Generally speaking, it's careless of
parents to let their children bring such a
thing to school and play with it.

Vv

EIR DA

Minimalist life has become a huge trend
worldwide, emphasizing its benefits on
both the environment and individual lives.
However, | believe that we should not
encourage it on a national level.

First of all, promoting minimalist lifestyle
could unfairly impact the life of the socially
vulnerable. Some claim that minimalism
can revive the economy by
conscientiously spending money, as
Claire Yermesse does in her article (2020,
paragraph 6). However, many workers in
developing countries rely their lives on
mass-producing multinational companies.
Reducing the consumption cuts the
companies' profit, causing the workers to
lose their jobs.

Moreover, governments should not
intervene in one's lifestyle, including the
choice of purchase. Certainly, some
studies indicate that having less leads to
satisfaction in life, but making purchases
is a personal choice. Some people derive
happiness from buying or collecting things,
and any form of happiness should be
allowed.

Lastly, minimalists' lifestyle is becoming
commercialized, as points out Winnie D.
Morstuf in his article (2021, paragraph 7).

Some people just show off how trendy
their lives are, ignoring the true purpose of
minimalism. Thus promoting minimalism
does not necessarily lead to the reduction
of consumption.

It is true that the Japanese government
should take measures to reduce the waste
and alleviate the environmental impact of
mass production, but they should not
achieve this through restriction on
consumption. Instead, they can focus on
education in order to enhance people's
awareness on how their choice affects the
environment and the society.
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